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LAKE BAROON CATCHMENT CARE GROUP  

        

 

Lake Baroon Catchment Care Group is a not-for-profit community group working to 

improve the water quality in the Lake Baroon catchment. 

The group was formed in 1991 by the Maleny community in response to on-going 

water quality issues in the catchment and Lake Baroon. 

LBCCG includes representatives from a wide range of interest groups, including local 

councils, primary producers, commerce and industry, the urban community, 

conservation and tourism. 

 The group is generously supported by Seqwater and other funding bodies to develop 

and implement on-ground works that improve water quality.  

 

Our objectives are to: 
  

¶  Promote integrated catchment  management in the Lake Baroon     

    catchment; 
  

¶  Raise awareness of water quality  issues; 
  

¶  Fund on-ground works that improve water quality. 

  

LBCCG funds activities that improve water quality in the Lake Baroon Catchment. 

On-ground works also contribute to the sustainability and manageability of the 

property. 

These include (but are not limited to): 

¶   Hardening of stock laneways & dairy pads; 

¶   Waterway crossings; 

¶   Off stream watering; 

¶   Dairy effluent management; 

¶   Erosion management; 

¶   Property plans; 

¶   Waterway fencing; 

¶   Targeted revegetation. 
  

Larger properties are preferred, however smaller properties can improve their chances 

of funding assistance by working with their neighbours to cover a larger area. 
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT             Peter Stevens 

       

 

LBCCG has continued to engage and develop water quality improvement projects 

with larger landholders in our area. There have been some notable projects 

commenced that are reviewed in the Project Co-ordinators report. In total LBCCG 

approved over $400,000 in new projects this year on a funding base of $100,000, 

showing a four-fold return on the Seqwater investment. This high rate of return is also 

indicative of the commitment by landholders who provide much of the financial 

support and in-kind contributions. There are currently 23 active projects valued at 

over $1,000,000 under management by the group.  Mark Amos continues to develop 

relationships with key landholders and these relationships are critical for us to be able 

to source new projects. It is truly a credit to LBCCG and Mark Amos that a small 

group such as ours can achieve this scale of on-ground works with one staff member 

and a small committee. 

In recognition of Mark Amosôs work this year he was awarded the Facilitators Award 

by the Burnett Mary Regional Group, the peak natural resource management body in 

our area. Markôs award was well deserved and it is pleasing that he is recognised 

throughout the region for his excellent work. This year we purchased a new Ford 

Ranger 4x4 vehicle, which we hope, will make Markôs job easier and improve our 

profile as a group. 

 

LBCCG was successful in securing $20,000 from the Commonwealth Government 

under its Community Action Grants Program. Also, a Conservation Volunteers 

Australia National Green Jobs Corps program was hosted by the group with a 

conservative value of $80,000, which assisted landholders who would normally fall 

outside LBCCG funding programs. LBCCG recognises that it is important to 

continually source external funding where available, as this adds extra value to our 

relationship with Seqwater. The most likely sources for this funding in the coming 

year will be the Sunshine Coast Council (SCC) and Federal sources - only minor 

funding is currently available through State groups. We have also hosted a work 

placement student through the University of the Sunshine Coast Primary Industry 

Centre for its Science Education Program. 

 

LBCCG was profiled in the Sunshine Coast Environment Committee (SCEC) Eco 

magazine and we also published a Lake Baroon Information Bulletin in partnership 

with Seqwater. Representatives of our group attended Andrew Powellôs Think Tank 

meetings and we continue to develop a relationship with SCC through its Waterways 

Program. LBCCG is also a Community Representative sitting on the Maleny 

Community Precinct Working Group with Council and other community groups. 

 

Seqwater has increased its water monitoring activity over the last year and LBCCG 

was pleased to be able to offer assistance in securing access to sites of interest. We 

also assisted in general support for the following Seqwater programs; Sanitary 

Survey, Catchment Investment Efficiency Model, Dam Recreation Plan, Water 

Quality Monitoring Trailer on Bridge Creek, monitoring program on Cork Dairies. 

Tim Odgers from Seqwater has continued to liaise with the group and we welcome his 

involvement and look towards assisting him in his work with other catchment groups. 

The Committee is interested to further develop its relationship with Seqwater in areas 

such as education and community engagement, and will seek to progress these 

initiatives in the coming year. 
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Once again I thank Mark and our Committee for all the hard work and enthusiasm. I 

would particularly like to thank Darryl Ebenezer, our Treasurer who is standing down 

this year and has secured a position as General Manager of Landcare Queensland. We 

wish him well for the future. 

 

 
 

 

TREASURERôS REPORT       Darryl Ebenezer 

       

 

I have great pleasure in presenting the audited financial statements for the year ending 

June 2011. 

 

We have had a very a very successful year and are in an excellent financial position. 

 

The support of Seqwater is especially recognised. 

 

The opportunity for LBCCG to devolve funds to landholders in the catchment in a 

strategic and practical way - the ground delivery of projects and activities is great to 

be part of. This work does make a difference to water quality, enhances biodiversity 

and improves the visual amenity of the Lake Baroon catchment. 

 

I would especially like to acknowledge our Bookkeeper David Binstead and 

Coordinator Mark Amos for maintaining the financial system, making my role easier. 

 

Due to my appointment as General Manager, Landcare Queensland I am unable to 

continue as LBCCG Treasurer. I would like to wish LBCCG all the best for the future 

and to continue to play an important role in the region. 

 

I would like to move that we request Michael T Harper to be our Auditor for the year 

2011/2012. 
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