Bridge Creek Rehabilitation (Watter)
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and the landowners: Kurt & Sally Watter
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PROJECT LOCATION

TheBridge Creeksub-catchmenis the second largest in the Lake Baroon catchment (behind the Obi
Obi Creek catchment) consisting of 52 kilometres of waterways and covering &)l&ehectares.

The sub catchment has a moderate covering of vegetation (43%), although much of this is
significantly disturbed and degraded by weed invasion.

Bridge Creek has been dividaedto six management unitthat reflect property boundaries,
physiography, vegetation, land use, point and diffuse source impacts, and administrative
convenience

Figure 1. Bridge
Creeknear the River
School. The
waterways generally
have good riparian
vegetation with
excellent bed
diversity and bank
stability. The creekK

however is
threatened byj
sediment loads
entering the

waterway thraigh
erosion in the
catchment.

The Watter property is located within Management Unit BR2 a sub-catchment of Bridge
Creek. The Management Unit is located in the headwaters of Bridge Creek with part of urban
Maleny encroaching into the catchment.

The MU is 323hectaredn size and haalmost 1Bm of significantwaterways.The dominantdnd

use h the MU is beef productiorRiparian veetation is present alongside%5of the waterway
lengths with LBCCG supporting several landholders tee MU expanding and restablishing
riparian vegetation alongaterways

Although parts of the catchment are steep, relatively good areas of vegetation maintain fair stability,
and limit nutrient inputs into the waterways (especially phosphorus).

The Lake Baroon Catchment Impkmentation Plan (2007) rates BR2 a HIGHpriority for
rehabilitation works. Assessment othe Management Unitusing a modified version of the
Prioritisation Process, which prioritisegl U 6 sn pollution input levels andland instability
parameters, BR2 rates a MODERATE priority®.

This particular land parcel however has less than 5% vegetation cover, and as the landholders are no
reliant on primary production for income, they have shown considerable interest in waterway
rehabilitation.

(1) Dunstan, M2007, Lake Baroon Catchment Implementation Plan, Aquagen Water & Renewable Energy, Palmwoods

(2) LBCCG is currently developing a decisioraking process to evaluate the priority of particular projects. For projects that predominantly focus on
water qually improvements, an evaluation that uses pollution and instability Indicator Measures to assess their priority was used.



